
 

Armoured Rescue Vehicle – Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q: How is this different than what you have been using for a vehicle? 
A: Our outgoing vehicle and the ARV will be quite different, in the way it runs, and what it can offer 

operationally. While we did purchase the outgoing vehicle new, it had to be modernized, and 
reconditioned for Emergency Response Team use. It was more of a support vehicle, a no four-
wheel drive capability. It is currently in the process of being decommissioned. The ARV is 
certainly a safety enhancement, and far more operationally relevant.  

 
Q: What is the new vehicle going to look like? 
A: Our rescue vehicle is built by Cambli. Attached are some photos of the Armoured Rescue Vehicle. 

It is painted with the same scheme as the rest of the police fleet vehicles. This was an intentional 
design to reduce the potential perception that this would be used in any covert fashion or a 
military vehicle for offensive military mission.  

 
Q:          Why aren’t there more pictures of the inside? 
A: Due to the tactical function that the vehicle provides, and for the safety of the public, and our 

officers, we are limited in the information we can share about specific components. 
 
Q: Do other jurisdictions in New Brunswick have similar vehicles? 
A: There are currently 4 (including ours) fully-deployable Emergency Response Teams (ERT) in the 

Province. We are one of the teams that may be deployed not only within our own jurisdiction, 
but around the province. Each team would have their own vehicle to service their team. 
Questions about their equipment and functionality would have to be directed to the individual 
jurisdictions. 

 
Q:          Why can’t you just borrow an armoured vehicle from Base Gagetown? 
A: The Fredericton Police Force has a great relationship with the Base, but deploying military 

resources and equipment is very difficult. It requires an “ok” through the highest level of 
governments, and timeliness is affected. Cannot deploy without a parliamentary act, and 
utilizing DND military equipment, even if possible, would only reinforce fear of actual 
militarization. That is not our goal in any way.   

 
Q:          Can we not just use an armoured vehicle like a Brinks truck? 
A: While these vehicles do provide armoured support, there are many things they do not offer. We 

decided to go a different route.  
 
Q: Why do you need this vehicle now? 
A: The environment we all live and work in is constantly changing, and policing services must adapt 

to those changes. Police must have the tools available to respond to critical calls when required, 
and the armoured rescue vehicle is another tool in the toolbox. The ARV will serve an important 



function in responding to calls that might be highly volatile, and as a security measure for both 
members of the public, and police officers.   

 
 The City of Fredericton has a variety of specialized heavy equipment in its fleet, necessary to 

perform a variety of duties – from snow plows for storms, to fire trucks to respond to fires. Each 
piece of equipment is critical to being prepared to adequately respond to calls for service and 
provide a safe environment to citizens and employees.  

 
Q: In what types of scenarios would the ARV be deployed? 
A: The FPF ERT team has been deployed 80 times in the past two years. The current ERT vehicle 

does not get deployed on each of those calls – it would be for specific needs. There are policies 
and Standard Operating Procedures that govern deployment.  

 
 The new rescue vehicle could be deployed for a variety of potential crisis calls: 

 Weapons calls – especially dealing with volatile suspects who may or may not have 
hostages. This allows us to get in closer vicinity 

 Perform extraction – This is invaluable for citizens and police officers. When we have 
a perimeter blocked off in emergencies, we can help extract people during prolonged 
calls, and help with wounded recovery/medical emergencies if necessary.  

 It will not be used for random or routine patrols. It is a specialized piece of our fleet, 
and will be deployed accordingly. Its use will be specifically defined in policy. 

 
The new rescue vehicle will also be used for training purposes, so you may also see it around 
town, without emergency lights and sirens, while on training.  
 
The ARV is intended to support all Fredericton Police Force members in their work protecting the 
community and is intended to serve the needs of the organization and the community as a 
whole. 

  
Q: Doesn’t this further “militarize” our police force? 
A: Some would certainly see this acquisition like that, but for us, it’s another tool in the toolbox that 

helps us so our jobs to the best of our ability, and to protect public and police. These types of 
vehicles are not new to our provincial landscape, and will be used when appropriate. You won’t 
see it out doing random patrols, but it will be used when required, on calls or for training. 

 
 Also, the choice to paint the armoured rescue vehicle like our other fleet vehicles was deliberate. 
 
 The armoured rescue vehicle does not have offensive capabilities.  
 
Q: Why would you request this vehicle in the budget, rather than just focusing on more bodies? 
A: The Operating and Capital budgets are considered separately. Our request for equipment was 

considered in Capital, and approved in the budget process as such.  
 
Q: What is the cost associated with the new vehicle? 
A: The armoured rescue vehicle will be leased for six years, at approximately $57,000 per year, after 

which the City of Fredericton will own the asset.  
 


