
 

   
COUNCIL-IN-COMMITTEE

OPEN MEETING 
 

   
COMITÉ PLÉNIER

SÉANCE OUVERTE AU PUBLIC
 

Date: Monday, November 6, 2017, 7:00
p.m.

Location: Second Floor Committee Room,
City Hall, Fredericton

Date: le lundi 6 novembre 2017, 19 h 00
Endroit: Second Floor Committee Room, City Hall,

Fredericton

1. Agenda

Conflict of Interest

Members of Council must disclose
if they have a conflict of interest in
any matter which is the subject of
consideration before Council.

1. Ordre du jour

Déclaration de conflit d'intérêts

Les membres du conseil sont
tenus de signaler tout conflit
d'intérêt avec un point dont le
conseil est saisi.

1.1 South Fredericton Regional
School Planning (25 mins)

City of Fredericton Presentation
to Anglophone West School
District - District Education
Council

PowerPoint Presentation by:

Ken Forrest ,  Director,
Growth &  Community
Services;

•

Michael Baldwin, Assistant
D i r e c t o r ,  G r o w t h  &  
Community Services; and

•

Meredith Gilbert, Senior
Planner

•

1.1 Planification scolaire
régionale de Fredericton Sud
(25 min)

Présentation de la Ville de
Fredericton au Anglophone
West  School  Distr ic t  -
conse i l  d ' éduca t ion  du
district

Présentation PowerPoint
donnée par:

Ken Forrest, directeur -
Croissance et services
communautaires

•

M i c h a e l  B a l d w i n ,
d i r e c t e u r  a d j o i n t ,
croissance et services
communautaires;

•

M e r e d i t h  G i l b e r t ,
urbaniste principale

•

1.2 Review of the Proclamation
Process (20 mins)

Administrative Report Presented
by:

1.2 Examen du processus de
declaration par proclamation
(20 min)

1

Rappor t  adminis t ra t ive



Jennifer Lawson Murray,
C i t y  C l e r k / M a n a g e r ,
Legislated Services

•

présenté par :

J e n n i f e r  L a w s o n
Mur ray ,  s ec ré t a i r e
m u n i c i p a l  e t
gestionnaire - Services
imposés par la loi

•



  
 
 
 
To: His Worship Mayor Mike O’Brien and Members of City Council. 
 
From: Jennifer Lawson Murray, City Clerk 
 
Date: October 02, 2017 
 
Title: Proclamations 
 
Description: Review of the Proclamation Process 

 

 
OPEN OR CLOSED SESSION: 
 
This item is to be considered during an open session of City Council. 
 

ISSUE: 
 
Earlier this year, Council while acting in committee passed a motion directing staff to review the 
Proclamation Process. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Proclamations have been read out at Council for decades. They are considered to recognize an event, 
campaign, organization or community group. There are no requirements under the Municipalities Act with 
respect to proclamations and the City does not have a written procedure regarding proclamations. Some 
other municipalities have started to move away from having proclamations or have criteria that governs 
which proclamations are read out at Regular City Council meetings. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Pursuant to By-law No. A-14, “A Procedural By-law of the City of Fredericton Municipal Council” section 
10 the General Order of Business of Regular City Council includes proclamations. Requests for 
proclamations are sent to the Office of the Mayor where they are processed and forwarded to the City 
Clerk’s Office to be placed on the agenda. There is currently no written criterion on what can and cannot 
be included in a proclamation. However; previous Mayors established the following practice that the 
proclamation should (1) be devoid of partisan political position, (2) not promote a commercial enterprise 
and (3) promote issues pertaining to health, charitable issues or general community activities. Practice 
has also been to only issue proclamations that promote a local group or event. 
 
The Province of New Brunswick issues proclamations, but not significantly fewer than municipalities. The 
most recent provincial proclamation was on May 7, 2017 for Becca Schofield Day. Some cities in the 
Maritimes have moved away from the practice of reading out all proclamations during Regular City 
Council, most notably Moncton and Halifax. Halifax includes the proclamation on an information items 
agenda which is posted online with documents linked. Moncton does something similar. The majority of 
New Brunswick municipalities, including Saint John, New Maryland, Hanwell and Oromocto continue to 
read Proclamations at Regular City Council. Saint John adopted a Proclamation policy in 2016. 
 
The New Brunswick Human Rights Commission has determined that the making of proclamations by City 
Councils is considered a ‘service’, albeit not an essential or basic service such as the provision of water 
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and sewer. The Commission also concluded that the Mayor has discretion when deciding to issue a 
proclamation but the decision making process cannot be discriminatory. 
 
In order to ensure fairness, it may be helpful if the City establishes criteria for issuing proclamations which 
could be incorporated into GOV-OP-079 – Support to the Mayor. The following criterion appears in 
several policies for instances in which proclamations will be issued: 
 

 Art Celebrations 

 Cultural Celebrations 

 Charitable Fundraising campaigns 

 Civic promotions 

 Public Awareness Campaigns 

 Honoring individuals, organizations for special events. 
 
They also indicate ones that won’t be approved such as: 
 

 Political parties or organizations 

 Religious organizations whose intent is to proclaim a recognition or imposition of a religious 
doctrine 

 Promotion of a business or commercial enterprise 

 If the intent of the event or organization is discriminatory, contrary to legislation or designed to 
incite hatred or disorder 

 If the intent is to defame the City 

 If the event or organization has no direct interest or relationship to the City. 
 

COUNCIL POLICY: 
 
Proclamations fall under Operating Procedure Gov-OP-079 – Support to the Mayor. The associated 
policy is COR-POL-058 Support to the Mayor. 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION (Immediate Impact on Approved Budget): 
 
The decision may either reduce administrative costs or increase costs in the Mayor and City Clerk’s Office 
depending on the decision of City Council. 
 

LEGAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
A New Brunswick Board of Inquiry under the Human Rights Act has concluded that the making of a 
proclamation by a Mayor is a service available to the public within the context of the legislation. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY DUE DILIGENCE: 
 
This section should identify and explain the issue’s impact on the economy, the environment and our 
community, as follows: 
 

 the economic impact:  None  
 

 the environmental impact:  None 
 

 the social impact – Local community groups use the proclamation process as a means of recognizing 
their event or group. 
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COMMUNICATION PLAN: 
 
Corporate Communications will work with the Office of the Mayor and the Office of the City Clerk to 
promote whatever decision is made by City Council.  To facilitate the process, Council may wish to direct 
staff to establish a Proclamation web page under the Mayor & Council section of the City website. This 
page could be used to explain the process and if necessary, facilitate contact with the City about making 
proclamations. 

 
SPOKESPERSON: Jennifer Lawson Murray, City Clerk 

 
OPTIONS: 
 
This is a pure policy decision and solely within the purview of City Council so there is no recommended 
option. City Council may decide to:  
 

1. Make no changes to the proclamation process.  
2. Continue with the proclamation process and amend GOV-OP-079 – Support to the Mayor to 

include criteria. 
3. Move to a different process to recognize these individuals and events such as receipt of a letter of 

recognition from the Mayor. 
4. Discontinue Proclamations and direct the City Solicitor to draft amendments to By-law A -14 A 

Procedural By-law of the City of Fredericton Municipal Council. 
5. Give other directions to staff. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
No specific recommendation is submitted to City Council.  
 
 
 
Prepared by: Jennifer Lawson Murray     
 
Approved by: Chris MacPherson 
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Report Approval Details 

Document Title: Admin Report - Proclamations - October 2 2017.docx 

Attachments:  

Final Approval Date: Nov 1, 2017 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

MacPherson, Chris - Nov 1, 2017 - 12:06 PM 
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