
   
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

OPEN MEETING
   
 

Date: Thursday, November 9, 2017, 12:00 p.m.
Location: Second Floor Committee Room, City Hall, Fredericton

1. Committee Membership

Councillor Steven Hicks, Chair
Councillor Mark Peters, Vice-Chair
Councillor Greg Ericson, Member
Councillor Bruce Grandy, Member
Councillor Dan Keenan, Member
Councillor John MacDermid, Member
Councillor Henri Mallet, Member
Councillor Eric Megarity, Member

2. Agenda

Declaration of Conflict of Interest

Members of Council must disclose if they have a conflict of interest in any matter which is the subject of consideration before Council.

2.1 Fredericton Botanic Garden Annual Report (15 mins)

PowerPoint Presentation by:

Dr. Stephen Heard, Board of Directors, Fredericton Botanic Garden Association•

2.2 Gift of Granite Sculpture (15 mins)

Administrative Report by:

Angela Watson, Cultural Development Officer•



Presentation to the 

Community Services Committee 

City of Fredericton 

Steve Heard 

(for the Fredericton  

Botanic Garden Association) 

 

November 9, 2017 
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A place where a wide variety of plants is grown for 
scientific, educational and ornamental purposes. 

• Recreation through walks and attractive displays 

• Education about the importance of plants 

• Community involvement, creating a valuable 
asset for Fredericton and New Brunswick 

A Botanic Garden is: 
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Background 

• The City and the Fredericton Botanic Garden Association 
(a non-profit) agreed in 1990 to develop the Garden,     
on 52 acres adjacent to Odell Park. 

• A Local Improvement Association links City & FBGA.   
We share responsibilities: 

– The FBGA in developing the Garden as an attraction 

– The FBGA in raising funds to support that development 

– The City in providing maintenance 
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• Adjacent to, and connecting with, Odell Park 

• Network of trails; current and future plantings 

 

NB Literature Garden 
Daylily Garden 

Rhodo 
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Some FBGA Programs 

• Talks in the Garden 

• Workshops and guided walks 

• Seedy Saturday seed exchange 

• Advice on plants and garden design 

Workshop 
Rhododendron tour 
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Spring Fair 

• Annual Spring Fair and      

Plant Sale: held in the 

Entrance Garden 

• Exhibitors, musicians & BBQ in 

create a festive atmosphere 

• Major fundraiser                      

for Garden development 
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Other community services 

• SPCA Summer Camp 

• Under One Sky 

– An Aboriginal Head Start 

program; it serves children  

2-5 years old living off-reserve.  

  

SPCA 

Under One Sky 
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Vision for Enhancement and Renewal 

• Focus on developments that are 

affordable and can be readily 

accomplished 

– Better signage 

– More activities 

– More garden beds 

• Rock garden, peony bed, useful plants, 

urban orchard, pollinator garden, etc. 

– Better promotion 

 

  

@FredBotGarden 
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Recent accomplishments 

• Board renewal 

– New members recruited 

– More are welcome! 

• New propagation beds,               

2nd greenhouse 

– Propagation capacity for beds, sales 

• Expanded Daylily Garden 

• New NB Literature Garden 
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Daylily Expansion 

150 new daylily plantings, and counting! 
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NB Literature Garden 

• Plants featured in NB works of poetry, prose, drama 

• Co-operative funding 

– Fredericton Community Fund 

– Cultural Development Office 

– FBGA 

– Cash and in-kind ~$11,000 

• First plantings October 2017 

• Signage, more plantings;                                       

formal opening in 2018 
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NB Literature Garden 

Larkspur: 

Anne Compton,  

“Imagining: 

The Gardener” 

Central “book”: 

Antonine Maillet, 

“La Sagouine” 
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NB Literature Garden 
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Future: Short-term plans 

• Woodland Trail upgrades 

– Enhanced educational value 

• Peony Garden 

• Rock & Crevice Garden 

• Pollinator Garden 
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Future: Longer-term plans 
(subject to funding and events) 

• Extend Rhododendron Garden 

– To complement and highlight  

our “Rhodo” sculpture 

• Complete Pond Garden 

– Cooperative agreement with Ducks Unlimited 

• Build Rose Garden 

– Major fundraising required 

– This is our longest-range  

and biggest-ticket plan 
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• The Association 
– Continue development of new attractions, 

refreshed/expanded beds  

– Student(s) contributing to Garden maintenance 

– Continuation and enhancement of programs 

 

• The City 
– Time to increase the $25,000 budget line 

for maintenance of the Garden? 
• One summer student in the Garden 

• Materials and services for maintenance 

Partnership for 2018 
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Questions . . . Discussion 
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To: Councillor Steven Hicks, Chair, and Members of Community Services Committee. 

 
From: Angela Watson, Cultural Development Officer 
 
Date: November 01, 2017 
 
Title: Gift of Granite Sculpture from Catholic Health International 
 
Description: [] 

 

 
OPEN SESSION: 
 

ISSUE: 
 
The Board of Directors of Catholic Health International will be participating in the 2018 Saint John 
International Sculpture Symposium where they will be sponsoring a granite sculpture which will be 
created during the Symposium in Saint John next summer. They are offering the sculpture to the City of 
Fredericton.  A response is requested. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Catholic Health International was formed in New Brunswick by the four congregations of religious sisters 
who own hospitals. They currently own hospitals and nursing homes across NB (8), in Nova Scotia, 
Ontario and the United States. The most notable connection to Fredericton is the Sisters of Charity of the 
Immaculate Conception who opened St. Dunstan’s Convent School in 1858. They wish to recognize all 
the religious sisters who worked in health care, education and social services in New Brunswick over the 
many decades. They decided to have a sculpture made during the 2018 International Sculpture 
Symposium, primarily because the artist selection process would be taken care of by the Symposium 
organization. When considering where the sculpture would be located, rather than single out one of their 
properties, they decided to offer it to Fredericton, as it is the provincial Capital and would be 
representative of the group.   http://catholichealthpartners.com/ 
 
The NB International Sculpture Symposium has taken place in Saint John every two years since 2012 
and uses local NB granite which is then sculpted by selected artists from around the world. The pieces 
are commissioned by and installed in various communities throughout southern NB.  When it began in 
2012, Sculpture Saint John planned for five biennial events that will result in over 35 large scale 
sculptures in NB when it ends in 2020.  This would form a Canadian sculpture trail which would link up 
with a similar initiative in Maine. There are currently 22 granite sculptures in communities in Southern 
New Brunswick from St. Stephen to Saint John, Sussex, and in 2016 was expanded to Riverview, 
Oromocto and Fredericton.  The Saint John Region has 11 sculptures. The City of Saint John sponsored 
one sculpture from a past event and will be receiving two more from the 2018 event.  
http://sculpturesaintjohn.com/about/ 
 
Fredericton accepted a similar sculpture in 2016 from the NB Medical Society who also chose to have a 
sculpture created during the last edition of the International Sculpture Symposium. The piece was 
installed along the south side riverfront trail behind City Hall and has been well received.  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 

Community Services Committee – open session – November 
9,2017 
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The granite sculpture would expand the City of Fredericton’s public art collection.  Staff would work with 
other Divisions and within City plans to identify a site for the piece.  The Arts & Culture Advisory 
Committee would provide input into the location.  The piece would be installed shortly after the completion 
of the symposium (September 22, 2018). 
 
The Arts & Culture Advisory Committee was invited to provide input. One member of the committee does 
not feel this is the appropriate way to acquire public art (ie. without a selection process for the final 
design). Another felt that final acceptance should be dependant on what the final piece looks like. There 
were no other objections expressed.  
 
Generally speaking, when public art is commissioned, a call for qualifications and designs is issued and 
there is a selection process for the final design. With respect to the International Sculpture Symposium, 
the model is such that artists are vetted through a jury process by a selection committee composed of 
professional artists, architects, fine art academics and/or art dealers.  An artist is matched with the 
community, and before they begin work on the sculpture, the artist visits the site in order to develop their 
design with the site in mind.  This is a different approach from traditional art commissions. This leaves the 
design up to the artist and the creative process. Whatever the design, granite is a medium that lends itself 
to natural landscapes and there are plenty of locations in Fredericton where this would fit. 

 
Staff recommends the City accept the piece with a few conditions, of which I have already discussed with 
the organization. They are:   
 
1) Fredericton will be involved with the selection of our top three artists to be matched with once the eight 
artists have been selected.  
2) the City of Fredericton has final decision on where the piece will go.  
3) the sculpture design will be left up to the artist and will not be a literal or figurative religious symbol (ie. 
a sculpture of a nun).   
 
One of the Board members is an artist (Sister Marie Helene Allain) and one of her pieces is in the 
collection of the Beaverbrook Art Gallery and has been on display in front of the gallery for many years. 
They have expressed that they want this piece to be left up to the creativity of the artist.  
 
In speaking with David Levangie, Vice President Operations, he has indicated that this is not about 
religious values, but about recognizing the work and role of the Sisters in education, healthcare, and 
social services, and the legacy of inclusive healthcare.  They wanted this sculpture to be located in the 
public domain, accessible, and part of the sculpture trail. 
 

 
COUNCIL POLICY: 
 
Council authorization is required in accordance with Policy No. COM-POL-005, Cultural Planning. 
 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION (Immediate Impact on Approved Budget): 
 
Catholic Health International has indicated that they will pay for all costs associated with the creation of 
the piece, its transportation and installation at an estimated cost to be nearly $20,000. Should the City of 
Fredericton accept ownership of this piece the City would assume responsibility for maintenance (granite 
sculptures typically are low maintenance). 
 

LEGAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The Department/Division has determined that there are no legal considerations associated with this 
matter.  The Office of the City Solicitor was not specifically consulted with respect to this administrative 
report. 
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SUSTAINABILITY DUE DILIGENCE: 
 
This section should identify and explain the issue’s impact on the economy, the environment and our 
community, as follows: 
 

 the economic impact:  It is anticipated that there will be minimal long-term implications of this issue on 
capital and/or operational costs.  Granite is very low maintenance. 
 

 the environmental impact:  There is no environmental impact or risk of this issue. 
 

 the social impact – It has been demonstrated that an active and diverse cultural program will enhance 
cultural diversity, the social fabric, and elevate the overall livability of the community.  It forms the 
basis to engage and link with the various artistic and cultural partners across the community. 

 
COMMUNICATION PLAN: 
 
The communications will be facilitated by Corporate Communications Division, at the Division level and 
CHI. 

 
SPOKESPERSON: 
 
Angela Watson, Cultural Development Officer. 

 
OPTIONS: 
 
Option #1: 
Development Committee may choose to accept the gift of a granite sculpture, to be commissioned during 
2018 International Sculpture Symposium in Saint John, NB and directs staff to facilitate the installation of 
the sculpture in an appropriate location in the City of Fredericton. 
 
Option #2: 
City Council may choose not to accept the gift of a granite sculpture, to be commissioned during 2018 
International Sculpture Symposium in Saint John, NB and not direct staff to facilitate the installation of the 
sculpture in an appropriate location in the City of Fredericton. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the following resolution be forwarded to City Council for consideration:BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Community Services Committee accept the gift of a granite sculpture, to be 
commissioned during the 2018 International Sculpture Symposium in Saint John, NB and directs staff to 
facilitate the installation of the sculpture in an appropriate location in the City of Fredericton. 
 
 
Prepared by: Angela Watson     
 
 
 
Approved by: David Seabrook 
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