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Chief Leanne Fitch has served in the policing profession for more than thirty years, with the first 

two decades spent in a very broad range of front line operational policing duties.   For the past 

11 years she has been serving at the senior executive level as Deputy Chief of Police from 2005 

to 2012, followed by Acting Chief and Chief of Police. In June 2016 she was reappointed for a 

second three year term. She was the first woman to successfully reach theses ranks in a 

municipal police agency in Atlantic Canada and the 13th female Chief in the history of Canada.  

 

Chief Fitch is a graduate of the Ontario Police College and holds both a Bachelor of Arts and 

Masters of Arts degree from the University of New Brunswick and has completed many 

specialized police related courses over the years at the Atlantic Police Academy, Canadian 

Police College and Dalhousie University.  Her Master’s Thesis “Reviving the Peeler: A Case Study 

of Organizational Change and Community Based Policing” was nominated for the Governor 

General’s Gold Medal award in 1995.  While working with the Force, she also taught part time 

as an Instructor in the Department of Criminology with St. Thomas University from 1998 to 



2004. Leanne is a published author on topics including Community Policing, Organizational 

Change, Intimate Partner Violence and other police-related topics and has presented locally, 

nationally and internationally. Leanne has been previously engaged on contracts as researcher 

and writer for the Province of New Brunswick Department of Public Safety on the topic on 

Contemporary community policing.  

 

Chief Fitch is committed to improving professionalism, compassion, ethics and community 

collaboration and crime prevention in the field of policing. She values diversity in all that she 

does and was the founding Chair of the Fredericton Police Force Cultural Diversity Advisory 

Committee in 2007 and currently leading the FPF Pride LGBTQ initiatives as Chief of Police.  

Leanne is an active member of several professional associations including:  Canadian 

Association of Chiefs of Police, International Association of Chiefs of Police, International 

Association of Women Police and Atlantic Women in Law Enforcement. She is currently the co-

chair of the CACP Crime Prevention, Community Safety and Well-being Committee; Chair of the 

Provincial Executive Committee for Criminal Intelligence Service NB; working committee 

member for Provincial DPS on Domestic and Intimate Partner Violence; member of the NB 

Domestic Violence Death Review committee. She has been a community volunteer throughout 

her career including Aide De Camp for three Lieutenant Governors of New Brunswick. 

 

She was named officer of the year for both the Atlantic Women in Law Enforcement (AWLE) 

and the International Association of Women Police (IAWP) in 2002 and 2003.  She has earned 

her Police Officers’ Exemplary Service medal from the Government of Canada, the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee medal and invested as a Member of the Order of Merit for the Police Forces 

(M.O.M) from the Governor General of Canada. 

 

 


