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To: His Worship Mayor Mike O’Brien and Members of City Council. 

 
From: Bobby Despres, Sport Tourism Coordinator 
 
Date: February 06, 2017 
 
Title: Combat Sports in Municipal Facilities 
 
Description: Request to host combat sport events in municipal facilities 

 

 
OPEN SESSION: 
 
This item is for consideration in the Open Session of Council In Committee. 
 

ISSUE: 
 
Combat sports require municipal permission to be hosted in a municipality under the Combat Sport Act. 
Council has provided approval for combat sports to be held in non-municipally owned facilities, however 
staff are receiving requests to host combat sport events at municipally owned facilities. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A request has been received to host a combat sport event at Willie O'Ree Place, which is currently not 
permissible at a municipally owned facility as per the City of Fredericton Council resolution from July 27, 
2015. The City of Fredericton has received previous requests to host Combat Sport events in the 
municipality. To date these events have been boxing events only, and have been held in non-municipally 
owned facilities.  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On July 27, 2015, Council, while acting in committee, considered a report from the City Solicitor with 
respect to combat sports in the City of Fredericton. As indicated in the report, the Province of New 
Brunswick has established the New Brunswick Combat Sports Commission to regulate combat sport 
events in the province under the Combat Sport Act.  Under the General Regulation – Combat Sport Act 
(2014-131), when an event is to be held in a municipality the event permit application must also include 
“the written permission” from the “municipal council” for the holding of the event within the municipality. 
 
A resolution was passed at the time allowing for promoters and groups to host Combat Sport events in 
the City of Fredericton at non-municipally owned facilities.  
 
In consultation with Steve Harris, the Sport Consultant with the Province of New Brunswick who oversees 
the Combat Sport Act in regard to precedent of Combat Sport events hosted in municipal facilities, it was 
noted that Combat Sport events have been held municipal facilities in Moncton, Saint John and 
Bouctouche. 
 
Mandatory liability insurance of $5,000,000 per event is required by the promoter to be granted a license 
from the Combat Sport Commission of New Brunswick. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
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Two Combat Sport events have been held in the City of Fredericton, both hosted by L-Jack Productions.  
Both have been very well received as both events have averaged 3500 spectators per event. As part of 
the Sport Tourism mandate, critical mass events like these are economic drivers in the community as 
both travellers from away and residents of the Greater Fredericton Area use their expendable income in 
the city, while enjoying an evening of sports entertainment. 
 
Potential municipally owned facilities that can host combat spot events include:  
 

1. Willie O’Ree Place 
2. Grant Harvey Centre 
3. Lady Beaverbrook Arena 
4. York Arena 

 
Other potential facilities within the municipality for consideration for hosting combat sport events include: 
 

1. Fredericton Convention Centre 
2. Marysville Heritage Centre 
3. Boyce Farmers Market 

  

 
COUNCIL POLICY: 
 
Fredericton City Council adopted the following resolution on July 27, 2015: 
 

WHEREAS the Province of New Brunswick enacted the Combat Sport Act, the 
effect of which removed municipal “authority to regulate or approve events in 
combat sports;” 
 
WHEREAS under the General Regulation – Combat Sport Act (2014-131) 
applications submitted to the New Brunswick Combat Sports Commission shall 
include the “written permission for the holding of the event” from “the municipal 
council;” 
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Fredericton wishes to adopt one resolution as opposed 
to responding to individual requests for written permission for the holding of such 
events in the City of Fredericton;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Fredericton hereby confirms 
that, subject to applicable municipal land use by-laws (zoning and municipal plan), 
events that are within the scope of the Combat Sport Act (S.N.B. 2014 c.48) are 
permitted within the City of Fredericton, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this permission is solely provided on the 
grounds that the location or venue of the event is properly designated and zoned 
under the applicable municipal land use by-laws, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this permission does not apply to municipally 
owned or operated facilities. 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION (Immediate Impact on Approved Budget): 
 
Financial consideration for the approval of the use of municipal facilities to host combat sport events will 
be minimal. It will have revenue benefits as promoters of combat sport events will rent the facility when 
hosting events. There will be additional operational costs associated with hosting events of this nature, 
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although these costs are unknown at this time, the rental rate of the facility will be developed to recoup 
additional operational costs. 
 

LEGAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
Under section 2(1) of the Combat Sports Act, the sports prescribed are as follows: judo; karate; tae kwon 
do; and wrestling. 
 
Under Regulation 2014-131, proof of insurance must be provided to the Commission in the amount of 
$5,000,000 within fourteen (14) days after the date of the permit is issued. 
 
Based on the City insurer’s perspective, it is important to note that the City’s liability insurance protects 
the City but not the participants or the promoter of the event.  Therefore, the City should insist that the 
organizer carry the appropriate liability insurance.  These additional policies should be from $2,000,000 to 
$5,000,000 and should contain language which includes coverage for participants.  The City’s insurers 
also request sufficient time to review the organizers’ insurance policy before confirmation of the event by 
the City. 
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY DUE DILIGENCE: 
 
 
the economic impact:  As part of the Sport Tourism mandate, critical mass events like these are economic 
drivers in the community as both travellers from away and local residents of the Greater Fredericton Area 
use their expendable income in the city, while enjoying an evening of sports entertainment.  

 
the environmental impact:  There isn't an environmental impact by hosting combat sport events.  

 
the social impact – Combat sports in municipal facilities will provide more social opportunities for 
residents and non residents alike to access municipal infrastructure for events. 

 
COMMUNICATION PLAN: 
 
Communications regarding hosting combat sport events in municipal facilities will be handled by the 
Tourism Division. 

 
SPOKESPERSON:  
 
Bobby Despres Sport Tourism Coordinator - Economic Development, Tourism  
   and Culture Division 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Option #1 
Council in Committee forward a recommendation to City Council to adopt a resolution to permit the use of 
municipally owned facilities for combat sport events, regulated under the General Regulation – Combat 
Sport Act (2014-131) of the Province of New Brunswick.   
 
Option #2 
Council in Committee does not approve staff's recommendation to permit the use of municipally owned 
facilities for combat sport events, regulated under the General Regulation – Combat Sport Act (2014-131) 
of the Province of New Brunswick.   
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the following resolution be forwarded to City Council for consideration: 
 

WHEREAS City Council adopted a resolution on July 27, 2015, wherein the City of Fredericton wished to 
adopt one global resolution for written permission to hold events that fall under the Combat Sports Act 
within the City of Fredericton, but not at municipally owned or operated facilities; 
 
AND WHEREAS Fredericton City Council has reconsidered holding events regulated under the Combat 
Sports Act at municipally owned or operated facilities; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council for the City of Fredericton hereby permits events 
regulated  under the Combat Sports Act and Regulation 2014-131 to be held at  Willie O’Ree Place, 
Grant Harvey Centre, Lady Beaverbrook Arena, York Arena, Fredericton Convention Centre and 
Marysville Heritage Centre, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this permission is provided on the grounds that the organizers carry the 
appropriate liability insurance in the amount of $5,000,000 and which contains language that  includes 
coverage for participants and that the City’s insurers have sufficient time to review the organizers’ 
insurance policy before confirmation of the event by the City. 
 
 
Prepared by: Bobby Despres     
 
 
 
Approved by: Ken Forrest 
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