
 

Donation of Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) - Frequently Asked Questions 

The Fredericton Police Force (FPF) responds to a variety of calls in the City and within the Province of 
New Brunswick which require advanced training and specialized equipment. Based on local, provincial, 
national and global events we know that it is very important for the police to be prepared to respond to 
calls whether they be traffic accidents or search and rescue. Public safety servants require equipment to 
help them do their job and meet the needs of the community.  

Police services across North America have already begun to deploy Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in 
their operations, including several Canadian-based police services.The FPF UAV is a donation from an 
individual originally from Fredericton and wanted to support the FPF by providing a UAV he was no 
longer using for his engineering business - an Aeryon Skyranger R60. 
 
Who is the individual making the donation of the UAV? 
Stephen Costello is a native of Fredericton, and has had a thirty year career in electric utilities in Ontario. 
Stephen owns the Costello and Associates Inc. engineering firm in Ontario that specializes in electricity 
distribution. Stephen is a private pilot, and has been a pioneer in the use of UAV’s in engineering 
applications over the past four years. 
 
Why is Mr. Costello making the donation? 
The system being donated was under-utilized at Costello. Stephen had high level discussions with 
Fredericton Police to see if there was interest in having a system donated. Costello is donating the UAV 
system and the cost of the factory training by Aeryon. 
  
What does the new UAV look like? 
The UAV is used. Costello has a number of UAV systems. The system that is being donated to 
Fredericton Police is a military/commercial grade system manufactured by Aeryon Labs of Waterloo 
Ontario. This system is widely used in law enforcement, public safety, and military applications. It was 
one of the first “compliant” UAV systems approved by Transport Canada. 
 
Why does the FPF need a UAV? 
Police services across North America are deploying UAVs to help improve the outcome of their 
operations.  UAVs provide valuable information during a variety of calls ranging from assisting with the 
investigation after a vehicle collision to providing support for search and rescue. For example, the new 
FPF UAV will have infrared capability to help locate people in low light environments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In what types of scenarios would the UAV be deployed? 
The FPF will use the UAV in the scenarios such as:  
 

Collision Scene Imagery and Analysis 

Collision Investigations create situations where, the need to accurately examine and map the scene 
becomes balanced against the need to open the roadway as quickly as possible.  Aerial mapping 
permits the rapid collection of information required to map, recreate, and present the exact 
conditions of a scene at the time of the occurrence.  Used by other agencies in Canada, it has been 
cited as being up to 4 times faster than traditional methods of mapping a scene with a total station 
and/or baseline. 
 
Missing or Lost Persons 
When considering the term/title “missing persons”, we think of the lost child, the runaway, and the 
Alzheimer’s patient who has lost their way, to name a few.  But we must also consider those suffering 
from mental illness and contemplating suicide.  Imagine the ability to search from 100 to 400 feet in 
the air, greatly expanding the areas that can be quickly searched.  Areas such as the bridges or 
walking trails, parks or wooded areas, those areas that we presently rely on mobile or foot patrols to 
cover.  When it comes to those in distress, time does save lives, and an aerial search can save that 
time. 
 
Fire/Arson Scenes 
The SkyRanger can be flown above a fire scene and used to monitor the fires spread, having the 
ability, through thermal imaging to see through smoke and darkness and assess “hot spots”.  
 
River Rescue 
UAVs can be quickly airborne, can quickly scan vast areas, and assist in directing the rescue boats. 
 
Disaster Scene Examination 
Fredericton can quickly become a flood plain in the spring, and as part of the City’s Public Safety, we 
are expected to work side by side with others Department (Fire) and Agencies (EMO) to ensure 
safety. The SkyRanger allows for a rapid deployment when an assessment is required in order to plan 
the best and most effective means of response to an emergency and/or rescue op.     
 
Tactical Operations & Criminal Pursuit 
Armed robberies almost always result in the subject attempting to evade apprehension by running 
from the scene, and when pinned in, by hiding, usually in a tree/bush covered area off the beaten 
track.  Presently we utilize the abilities of a Police Service Dog and Handler.  The SkyRanger R60, 
equipped with thermal imaging abilities, can scan from the skies and, in a manner, see through the 
trees and identify possibly contacts.  This information allows for a quicker and safer advance to 
contact for the officers on the ground.  

 

What training will FPF members receive? 
The FPF is developing a UAV usage policy that will respect Transport Canada regulations as well as all 
national, provincial and municipal laws. For that reason, six FPF members will receive specialized 
training on operating the UAV as pilots in accordance with laws and regulations. They will also take all 
necessary testing and exams required by Transport Canada before operating the UAV.  
 



Doesn’t this further “militarize” our police force? 
Some would certainly see this acquisition like that, but for us, it’s another tool in the toolbox that helps 
us so our jobs to the best of our ability, and to protect officers, and the public. These types of equipment 
are not new to our provincial landscape, and will be used when appropriate. No, you won’t see it 
hovering down Queen Street doing random patrols, but yet, you will see it on calls for service that 
require that level of response.   
 
How can I be sure there will be no invasion of privacy? 
The FPF will operate the UAV according to strict Transport Canada regulations on UAV usage as well as 
all national, provincial and municipal laws. Furthermore, a FPF policy on UAV usage is being developed 
which FPF pilots will have to follow. UAV footage will only be used to assist an appropriate investigation 
and nobody not involved in the investigation will be identified.    
 
Has the FPF ever had a UAV before? 
Securing a UAV for operations has been a long-term plan for the FPF. It was recognized as a beneficial 
capital asset since early 2016, when research began, and Capital Budget requests were submitted. In 
2017, a basic UAV was purchased to provide simulation training, but has very limited capabilities. It has 
never been deployed, but can act as a back-up to the SkyRanger R60 should it be required.  
 
Where do the photos and videos taken by the UAV get stored? 
The UAV will essentially be a camera with propellers. All of the data from the UAV is self-contained on a 

SD card. Information is directly downloaded onto a drive, similar to when we take images from a 

camera, or documents from a file. There are also efficiencies with our recently launched Digital 

Management System. 

 
 


