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Victoria Circle – a Brief History of the Area 
 

Victoria Public Hospital (1887-1940) 

In January 1887, the “large field on the extreme end of the Government House lot” was granted 

to Lady Alice Tilley, wife of Lieutenant Governor Tilley, for the construction of a public 

hospital for Fredericton and surrounding areas. Early discussion about the hospital had some 

concerned that the drainage from the hospital, given its proximity to the Water Works, would 

contaminate the city’s water supply. Lady Tilley participated in the cornerstone ceremony for the 

new hospital named in her honour in June 1887. The hospital was originally known as the 

Victoria Cottage Hospital, reflecting the building’s residential dwelling appearance. Soon after 

its completion, the building expanded to meet the needs of its patients. In 1889 the Asa Dow 

Isolation Wing was added to the hospital, with more additions in 1891, 1901, and yet a other 

annex constructed in 1915. That extension was designed by Neil F. Brodie, and completed by 

contractor J. Fred Ryan. In May 1916, the announcement was made that a new building would be 

constructed using funds from the bequest from the Donald Fraser Sr. estate. Kenneth G. Rae, 

architect from Montreal, designed the new Fraser Memorial Hospital, and the Fuller Company 

was awarded the building contract. After a number of delays, construction on the new hospital 

began in 1921, and the building completed in 1922. The formal opening took placed in March 

1922, and patients began to be admitted by the end of that month. 

In 1921, after some discussion, a “maternity home” opened in the Victoria Public Hospital, and 

by 1922, there was also discussion of a nurse’s home underway. The old Victoria Public Hospital 

was not meeting local needs, and even the new Fraser Memorial Hospital was not enough for 

growing care needs. In 1940, the old wooden Victoria Public Hospital was demolished to make 

way for continued expansion of the Fraser Memorial Hospital. During demolition, the original 

metal box containing the cornerstone was found. In 1946, there was speculation that a nurse’s 

home would be built in rear of the hospital, with Saint John architects, Alward and Gillies 

designing the structure. The following year, a library was installed in the hospital. There were 

further expansions in 1950 and 1960. Increasing care needs resulted in the construction of the Dr. 

Everett Chalmers Hospital in 1976 and the closure of the Fraser Memorial Hospital.  

 

Water Treatment Plant (1883) 

Construction on the Water Treatment Plant, located at 101 Smythe Street, began in 1882 by 

Arthur Limerick. There have been six subsequent additions, the last of which was completed in 

1993. With each expansion, the purpose of this building evolved from simple water pumping 

station to water treatment plant. 

 

The need for a water works, or water pumping station, had been discussed since the 1860s. 

Finally by 1882, a successful return from Fredericton voters (after many unsuccessful votes over 

the decades) confirmed public approval, and in June of that year hydraulic engineers, N. Henry 

Crafts and A.W. Forbes of Boston arrived to begin the survey for the water works. The early 

construction phase was less than auspicious, with the foundation being degraded by frost and 

having been declared unsafe. The walls were in fact caving in and collapsing. Mr. Arthur 
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Limerick was removed from the job, and the rest of the construction was completed without him. 

In April 1883, the incomplete structure was described as “the most demoralized-looking pile of 

brick and stone out of Pompeii.” Most of the structure was rebuilt becoming most satisfactory 

water works. 

 

In 1984 the American Water Works Association designated this site a Canadian Water 

Landmark. In 2018, the Canadian Society for Civil Engineering declared the William L. Barrett 

Water Treatment Plant a Historic Civil Engineering Site, and a plaque installed. 

 

155 Smythe Street 
This property, formerly known as the Kilburn House, is located at 155 Smythe Street, situated on 

the northeast corner of Smythe Street. This 2½ -storey Beaux-Arts Classical style structure was 

by 1910 by prolific local builder, Moses Mitchell.  In 1901 John Kilburn purchased from J.C. 

Risteen the desirable corner lot upon which the Kilburn House was later erected. Wardlow 

Kilburn, John Kilburn’s son, married Miss Elizabeth Pridman in 1908. John Kilburn had this 

house built nearly two years later for the newlyweds. Shortly after this house was completed, 

Mrs. Wardlow Kilburn held one of the best receptions of the fall social season. 

 

Upon graduation from Mount Allison University, Wardlow worked in the lumbering business 

with his father. Later Wardlow became associated with both the Hartt Boot and Shoe Factory and 

the John Palmer Company.  Wardlow Kilburn acted as Vice-President of Palmer’s from 1912 

until 1941. In that year, Wardlow not only retired from the John Palmer Company but he also 

moved out of the house he had resided in for decades.  In September 1941, Wardlow transferred 

the property at 155 Smythe Street to the Victoria Public Hospital, which was used as a nurses’ 

residence.  
 

West End Bandstand (1903 – 1926) 

The West End bandstand, located at the northeast corner of Smythe and Brunswick Streets, was 

built in August 1903 as a concert venue for “uptown” (or west end) residents. Architect William 

Minue (who also designed the Hartt Boot & Shoe Factory among many other local buildings) 

designed the new bandstand, offering his services to the building committee free of charge. 

Robert McNutt built the bandstand, and after unexpected delays in construction, had the structure 

completed in a month’s time. The bandstand was originally intended to be covered, but was 

instead adorned with a cornice around the top, adding a delicate beauty to the structure. 

 

The West End bandstand was considered one of the most artistic and modern structures of its 

kind in the Maritime Provinces. The band platform stood eight feet off the ground, the lower 

portion of the structure ornamented with lattice work. The stairs to the stage were tucked inside 

the lattice work, accessed by a gate. The bandstand was illuminated by incandescent lighting, the 

power being provided by the Victoria Public Hospital’s electrical circuit. 

 

The Bandstand remained a popular concert venue until the early 1920s when musical 

entertainment was suspended in deference to the patients at the Victoria Public Hospital. The 

abandoned bandstand lured mischievous children, and their raucous antics so disturbed hospital 

patients that the police were often called to disperse the disruptive children. The bandstand also 
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obstructed the ever increasing flow of traffic at this busy intersection. Finally in 1926 the City 

Council decided that the West End Bandstand needed to be removed, and it was quickly 

dismantled in July of that year. 

 

West End Fountain (1908 – 1913) 

In July 1908, the Local Improvement Association installed a drinking fountain on the triangular 

green near the West End Bandstand. Young boys quickly broke fountain fixtures, which might 

explain why the erection of “another” fountain was funded by local residents and the Local 

Improvement Association in 1909. In 1913, the fountain was donated to the Directors of Wilmot 

Park, and it was moved to that location in May of that year. 

 

104th Monument (1935 – 1966) 

In 1935, thanks to the combined efforts of the Mayor of Fredericton, The Historic Sites and 

Monuments Board, and the York-Sunbury Historical Society, a monument to the 104th Regiment 

was erected on the triangular green at the intersection of Smythe, Brunswick, and King Streets. 

This site was selected as it was believed to mark the point where the regiment started its historic 

march from Fredericton to Quebec in February 1813. 

 

The stone cut memorial, which stood seven and a half feet tall, with an engraved bronze plaque 

inset into the massive granite monument, was unveiled in September 1935. The monument was 

draped in an old Royal Standard flag, which before Confederation, had been flown at 

Government House. Local and provincial dignitaries had been invited to the unveiling, with 

school children and Scouts and Guides participating in the ceremony. For an occasion which at 

the time had “never been equalled in world history”, the Mayor refused to declare a half-holiday 

in the city or the schools. 

 

Upon the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the War of 1812, the site of the 104th Monument 

was in question. Discussion of monument’s removal began in 1962, with Wilmot Park and 

Officers’ Square being named as potential sites for its relocation. The monument was finally 

removed in 1966. In the 1980s, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board had a new 

commemorative plaque installed on the Soldiers’ Barracks, this one including additional 

information in the inscription, namely including the march into Kingston. 

 

102 Queen Street 
Built for the Surveyor General, Anthony Lockwood, in 1820, this was the first stone dwelling 

erected in Fredericton. Lockwood, long associated with the Royal Navy, preferred to live in 

close proximity to the water, making this site ideally situated for his residence. When Lockwood 

arrived in Fredericton he was not impressed with the local accommodations, and decided instead 

that he would build his own dwelling. Lockwood found this lot adjacent to an old mill site, with 

a windmill upon it. He purchased the supposedly ungranted lot at the corner and also bought the 

mill site as well. 

 

The stone mansion was completed and ready for occupancy in 1820, but Lockwood was not 

content with this dwelling. By 1822, he put this house up for sale, intending to build a new brick 
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residence. His house of brick was never built, and Lockwood remained in the stone house until it 

was sold at auction in 1824 to cover his debts to the province. 

 

Lockwood became rather notorious during his few years in Fredericton, especially given his 

delusions of grandeur. Lockwood would be declared mad in June 1823 after his declaration that 

he had taken over the provincial government. On the morning of 1 June 1823, Lockwood left his 

home on Queen Street, met a friend in a public square, drank coffee, and declared he had 

assumed control of the government. He mounted his horse and rode through the streets of 

Fredericton brandishing his sawed off pocket pistols threatening the lives of “sundry persons” 

along the way. Anthony Lockwood was arrested, jailed, and declared mad. 

 

Lockwood was imprisoned for a few weeks in the jail he had earlier attempted to shut down on 

account of it being uninhabitable. Once released, he was placed under house arrest, with his 

home on Queen Street under the careful surveillance of a constable. 

 

Once the commission of “madness” was lifted in 1825, after repeated petitions from Lockwood 

calling for his re-examination, he left New Brunswick for England, where he would later be 

committed to two different asylums. 

 

George Dibblee purchased this house in 1826, residing here until a spectacular blaze in July 1870 

nearly destroyed the building. The epic fire caused widespread “consternation”, with many 

fearing that the gale force winds had the power to spread the fire throughout the city. The 

seemingly providential intervention, which shifted the wind direction so suddenly and 

unexpectedly, gave people hope that Fredericton would be saved from utter destruction and 

decimation. 

 

The Dibblees did not repair the stone house, and the gutted stone building was finally occupied 

nearly three years later when Joseph Risteen moved his successful wood-working factory to this 

site. Risteen’s, first established in 1870 and located on King Street, remained in operation at this 

location until the mid-1970s. 

 


