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Overview

– Need for Infrastructure Renewal

– Opportunity for Upgrade

– Collision History

– Pedestrian Crossing Distances

– Traffic Flow Efficiency

– Halifax Comparison

– Roundabout Concept

– Education



Need for Infrastructure Renewal

• Road surface, curbing, and sidewalk at end of useful life;

• Underground infrastructure very old (some approaching 100 years old)

• Opportunity to renew infrastructure and combine systems

• Planned as Part of Long Term Capital Projects Plan
– Minimize impacts to multiple routes to WSB during one construction season

• Based on other Downtown Renewal Projects, 2019 is best year for 
construction



Opportunity for Upgrade

• Intermediate Term Implementation Plan (2015-2020)
– Roundabout at Smythe Street / Brunswick Street Intersection

Capital City Traffic Study Update - 2010



History of Project

“The Victoria Circle District is, as the name suggests, centered around the new 
proposed roundabout tying together Smythe, Woodstock, King and 

Brunswick Streets.”

“Create a gateway at or near the roundabout that is equal in significance to 
the gateway experience in the City Centre’s East End.”

City Centre Plan



Collision History

8 Years

81 Total Collisions

41 Personal Injuries

4th Worst Intersection 

in City

Over 5 Injuries per Year 

at this Intersection
3 Pedestrian Collisions



Pedestrian Crossing Distances
Much Shorter with a Roundabout – Safer and More Convenient

Pedestrian Travel Time: 3.4 minutes

Exposed Crossing Distance: 52m

Pedestrian Travel Time: 1.8 minutes

Exposed Crossing Distance: 26m

Never Cross More Than 2 Lanes



Traffic Flow and Capacity Improvements

Good to Excellent

Satisfactory (D)

Marginal (E)

Poor (F)

Vehicle Delays and Queuing Improved Considerably!



Halifax North Park Street Roundabouts
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Halifax North Park Street Roundabouts
North Park @ Cunard

Before After



Halifax North Park Street Roundabouts
North Park @ Cogswell

Before After



Sample Pedestrian Crossings (Halifax)



Sample Pedestrian Crossings (Halifax)



Sample Pedestrian Crossings (Halifax)



Overall Concept Design

Multi-Lane Roundabout with Single 

Lane Exits on All Approaches

New Trail Connection 

from Riverfront to 

Wilmot Park



Roundabout Education

• 5 Simple Rules for Roundabouts

• Brochure and Website Being Updated

• Open House Coming Up Soon to Discuss 
Project 



Summary

• Intersection Infrastructure is at the End of its Useful Life;

• An upgrade has been planned for this intersection since 2010;

• A roundabout is consistent with the City Centre Plan and provides new 
West-End Gateway opportunity;

• A roundabout will reduce the number of injury causing collisions;

• A roundabout will improve the pedestrian facilities;

• A roundabout will improve traffic flow and capacity; and

• Similar roundabouts have been successfully opened in Halifax under 
similar traffic and pedestrian volumes.



QUESTIONS?


