The Active Transportation Connection Plan was presented to members of the City’s Transportation Committee.
The plan is an update to the 2007 Trails/Bikeways Master Plan and will help guide the growth of cycling and
pedestrian infrastructure over the next 10+ years. Below is a summary of the key points and findings.
Summary of key points and findings:
•

Fredericton has many strong components to its active transportation network that exist today, including
an extensive trail system, both paved and unpaved, and on-road bike lanes. This was evident by the
appreciation and perceived value held by survey respondents, and the extensive use of these facilities
that was observed.

•

City staff and the public have shown a clear desire to further the state of active transportation in
Fredericton. To accomplish this, the City must build upon the network that has completed to date, with
new trails and cycling infrastructure that incorporates a higher level of service, and turn focus towards
filling gaps that exist between facilities.



The survey was open for three weeks and received 498 responses.

•

In general, survey participants cycle frequently (83.8% at least once a week) and for a significant portion
of the year (76.4% cycle five months a year or more). Survey respondents showed a strong preference for
separation between cyclists and motorists (90.1% are comfortable on trails and prefer the use of bike only
infrastructure), which makes filling existing gaps all the more important.

•

When asked about what makes the existing Fredericton trails/bikeway system great, the most frequent
responses were concerning the trail network within Fredericton, specifically:
o The extensiveness of the trail system (196 responses).
o The paved nature of the trail system (178 responses).
o The scenic nature of Fredericton’s trail network (113 responses).
o The maintenance level of the trail network (89 responses).

•

Respondents indicated that while there are successful elements within the City’s active transportation
network, there are several areas that are existing challenges. Key challenges reported by respondents
included:
o Lack of bike lanes (100 responses).
o Lack of trail connectivity (90 responses).
o Dropping of bike lanes through intersections (55 responses).
o Challenging trail crossings (53 responses).
o The width of bike lanes (47 responses).

•

Respondents indicated that there needs to be an increased focus on educating motorists, cyclists, and
pedestrians on proper sharing of roadway and trail infrastructure.

•

When asked what network upgrades should be the top priorities for the City, top responses included:
o Filling in gaps within the existing network (302 responses).
o Providing higher level cycling facilities on the road (279 responses).
o Enhancing bike facilities through signalized intersections (272 responses).
o Education of cyclists and drivers (230 responses).

•

Respondents also identified locations of gaps in the existing trail and bike lane networks, intersections in
need of cycling safety upgrades, trails that need paving, and trail crossings that need improvement (see
report for more details).

